APPENDIX I

The Ellsworth Transantarctic Flight Preparation and
Background

[From an address entitled "The First Crossing of Ant-
arctica," delivered by Mr. Ellsworth at a meeting of the
Royal Geographical Society in London, November 30,1936,
and published in the March, 1937, issue of the Geographical
Journal.]

ATER my flight with Amundsen in the Norge from Spitz-
bergen in 1926, over the north polar basin to Alaska, rest-
lessness and desire nagged me until I was able to settle on
the last great adventure of south polar exploration: the crossing of
Antarctica.

A crossing of the area between the Ross Sea and the Weddell Sea
seemed to offer the best possibility of solving the major problem in
the Antarctic. Does the Andean massif which dips at Magellan
Straits, rises to form the grand mountain chain of Graham Land,
and dips at what is believed to be Stefansson Strait, rise again in
Hearst Land and continue until it joins the polar plateau and the
mountains of South Victoria Land; or, if it does rise in Hearst Land,
does it dip again to form a depression or a below sea-level channel
connecting the Ross Sea with the Weddell Sea?

Numerous plans and many preparations had been made to carry
out a transantarctic journey. Shackleton in 1914 lost his ship be-
fore he reached the starting-point. Wilkins was foiled two years in
succession by falling to find a suitable aeroplane field from which to
start Watkins, after much preparation and endeavour, failed to get
started from England. Riiser-Larsen was carried away from the
barrier edge by lie breaking up of: the ice, and did not get started
on the actual journey.

By the time I was able to turn my attention to the problem a
great advance had been made in the machinery for aerial trans-
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